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What connections between fiction and narrativity can be identified when the latter
is operationalised on the basis of the representation of events on the surface of the
text and thus by using linguistic units? We will discuss this question using fictional
and non-fictional texts by Franz Kafka. The starting point for our study is the
observation that events are constitutive for both text types. Events can generally be
described as any kind of change of state (Lotman 1972, 232) and all narrative
theory models assume that events are transformed into narrative texts through a
series of specific processes such as permutation and linearisation (Pier 2003, 84).
Most narratological definitions of narrativity, in turn, are based on a series or
sequence of events. While the concepts of event and narrativity are of great
importance to narratology, there are still only few approaches in computational
literary studies that operationalise them for automated analysis procedures. An
approach working with linguistic units was devised in the EVENT project,
distinguishing between three event types (‘Change of state’, ‘Process events’ and
‘Stative events’) to which different degrees of narrativity were assigned (Vauth &
Gius 2021). This was subsequently used to map the narrativity of texts in the text
course as narrativity graphs or to model them as plots of these texts (Vauth et al.
2021).

We want to apply the EVENT analysis approach (Hatzel 2022) to different text
genres in order to capture the (dis)similarity of narrativity progressions or graphs
in the context of fictionality/factuality. For this purpose, we will analyse narrative
texts (1), passages from the diaries from the years 1910 to 1923 (2) and letters by
Kafka (3). With our comparative analysis it is thus up for discussion to what extent
one can approach the phenomenon of fictionality on the discourse level. It remains
to be examined whether this opens up a possibility to identify the level of
fictionality of texts on an empirical basis. The testing of this possibility can also be
productively brought together with the workshop’s question about possible
relations between fictional discourse and linguistics.
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