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Other-initiated self-repair is a phenomenon of spontaneous speech that ensures 
intelligibility in interaction and is to be regarded as a routine in which the speakers  
have to find creative solutions to a problem of understanding. From a phonetic-
prosodic perspective, this area has so far been under-researched. This contribution 
aims to show the prosodic features used to clarify an utterance after an acoustic 
intelligibility problem in spoken German. 
In an acoustic analysis using the Praat software, repair sequences consisting of a 
trouble source turn and a repetition separated by the next-turn repair initiation 
(NTRI), such as wie bitte, was or hä, were analyzed for prosodic contrast. In 
addition, the intonation contours were annotated according to GToBI (Grice et al. 
2005). Following Curl 2004 and Drew 1997, repair sequences were classified into 
categories according to sequential organization (fitted or disjunct) and whether 
NTRIs are open class or specifying. While repetitions of fitted trouble source turns 
are realized with longer duration, greater intensity, and wider pitch range, the 
prosodic contrasts between disjunct trouble source turns and their repetitions tend 
to be reduced. Moreover, the contour L+H* L-% seems to be characteristic for 
repetitions of fitted trouble sources. However, prosodic intensification affects the 
entire utterance when preceded by an open class NTRI, but is mainly limited to the 
accented syllable when the repetition is preceded by a specifying NTRI.  
The results of the acoustic analysis, in terms of the relationship between sequence 
organization and prosody, are quite consistent with Curl's study of self-repair in 
English. The prosodic features found for repairs of fitted trouble sources may be 
associated with resumption or emphasis of information and an increase in 
prominence of the accented syllable (Gussenhoven 2004), as well as, regarding 
intonation, with new information or a contrastive focus (Grice et al. 2005). The 
reduced prosodic pattern of repetitions preceded by disjunct trouble sources could 
be due to problems of sequence organization. 
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