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French speakers are permitted creativity when it comes to the positioning of a sub-
class of attributive adjectives. This sub-class is characterized by the fact that the
adjectives can occur in pre- and postnominal position with no apparent change of
interpretation, as shown in (1).

1) a. un charmant gargon b. un gargon charmant
a charming boy a boy charming
‘a charming boy’

This study investigates whether the placement of these adjectives is affected by
phonological factors. First, we will examine the role of length/ phonological
weight, that has previously been claimed to affect the positioning of words
(Thuilier, 2012; Yao, 2018, a.0.). Our hypothesis is that adjective-noun pairs
preferably appear in order of increasing weight (Hawkins, 2000, a.o.). Second, we
will investigate the impact of rhythmic alternation in the presence of a
monosyllabic noun or adjective. Interestingly, when the noun is monosyllabic only
one order (N A) tends to be acceptable (see example (2)).

2) a. ?/*un agréable homme b. un homme agréable
a nice man a man nice
‘anice man’

At the same time, it has been previously stated that monosyllabic adjectives are
inclined to occur in prenominal position (Thuilier, 2012; Wilmet, 1981). We
hypothesize that the inadmissibility of some monosyllabic elements in the second
position of the A-N pair is due to the so-called Principle of Rhythmic Alternation
(Schliiter, 2005). Reporting on frequency counts on adjective position in NPs, this
talk will present the results of an acceptability judgment task designed to test the
impact of both factors.
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